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BY-LAWS
OF THE

AMERICAN GOETHE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON D.C.
(2010)
ARTICLE 1

Section 1. The name of this corporation is AMERNCGOETHE SOCIETY OF
WASHINGTON D.C. It was created under the lawshaf State of Virginia, and is a non-stock,
non-profit corporation.

Section 2. The AMERICAN GOETHE SOCIETY OF WASHINGN D.C., hereafter
referred to as the SOCIETY, is a literary socfetyned to encourage the study and enjoyment
of German culture, including literature, language, music and philosophy, among its members
residing in the greater Washington D.C. metropoldeea, including Washington, D.C.,
Maryland and Virginia. The SOCIETY will not engaigeactivities outside the scope of the
purpose heretofore defined. It will not solicihfis from the government or general public, but
will rely on contributions and dues from its own mmgers.

Section 3 The SOCIETY will comply with all applicable prigions of 501(c)(3) of the
code of the United States Internal Revenue Service

Section 4.The SOCIETY will not discriminate among applicaotanembers on the
basis of race, creed, gender, age, religion, digglor country of national origin.

Section 5 The SOCIETY will not attempt to influence fedevastate legislation, nor
advocate for or against any candidate for publicef

Section 6 In the event of dissolution of the SOCIETY, disfition of assets shall be
made in accordance with the provisions of IRS cafefHc)(3).

ARTICLE 2

Section 1. The principal office of the SOCIETYinghe home of the SOCIETY’s
currently elected President.

Section 2. The Board of Directors may establi$teooffices as necessary to further the
purpose of the SOCIETY.



ARTICLE 3

Section 1 All persons who share the goals of the SOCIE eligible for
membership. The initial membership shall consighote persons currently on the Certificate of
Incorporation, together with such other personsiag be accepted into membership as regular
members by the Board of Directors as hereinafteviged, and who are current in their dues to
the SOCIETY.

Section 2 Bona fide students may be made honorary, n@s-gaying members for a
limited time, or a special, dues-paying categorpeimanent member.

Section 3. Adults considered by the Board of Directors tabspecial value to the
SOCIETY may be made honorary, non-dues-paying mesribea limited time.

Section 4. Honorary members shall enjoy all the privilegéfuh membership except
for voting for elected officers of the SOCIETY.

ARTICLE 4

Section 1. All officers of the SOCIETY shall be elected tifice from a slate of
candidates proposed in the fall every other yeahbyBoard of Directors. Ballots for the
election may be mailed or e-mailed to membersestt lree weeks in advance of the election.
Ballots shall be counted by the Treasurer and RigogiSecretary, and the results announced to
the Board and membership as quickly as possible.

Section 2. Officers of the SOCIETY may serve a imaxn of two consecutive two-year
terms, but may again stand for election after alone service. Newly-elected officers will
assume their office at the annual meeting on therséMonday of January.

Section 3. The Board of Directors of the SOCIETY shall cansif the elected officers
of the SOCIETY together with the immediatal]-term past President of the SOCIETY. The
Board shall conduct the day-to-day operations efSOCIETY.

Section 4. The President is the chief operating officerhaf SOCIETY, and presides at
all meetings of the Board and Officers. All meetirgf the Board and all plenary meetings of the
SOCIETY shall be conducted in accordance with Rib&ules of Order, and so noted in the
minutes of the Recording Secretary. The Presiaeils all notices of meetings and the results
of meetings.

Section 5.The Vice President stands in for the Presidechas operating officer when
the President is absent, and has the same authoribe absence of the President.

Section 6 The Recording Secretary maintains the minutedl @oard meetings, files
SOCIETY correspondence, and ensures the presanat®OCIETY non-financial records.

Section 7 The Treasurer shall ensure compliance with i@2&01(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Service code and the applicable laws gimgenon-profit corporations in Virginia.
With the approval of the Board, the treasurer: @sai| financial reports to the IRS and
Virginia and to members of the SOCIETY, receivikéumds and makes all disbursements of
SOCIETY funds, keeps all financial records for 8@CIETY, and prepares a provisional
budget in January based upon the prior year’s ircand expenses. In March, based upon
receipts to date and projected SOCIETY activits#ise prepares a definitive budget for the



remainder of the calendar year. S/He shall makelyi reports of all deviations from the Board-
approved budget to the membership, together witrdproposed actions to make good any
deficits.

Section 8 The death, removal or resignation of any merobéine Board shall not result
in the dissolution of the SOCIETY.

ARTICLE 5
Section 1.The fiscal year of the SOCIETY shall correspamthie calendar year.

Section 2.Any specific or implied contracts entered intotbg SOCIETY shall be
made only with the prior approval of the Boardhislincludes contracts for speakers at public
meetings, contracts for meeting spaces, contract®dd services for e.g., Oktoberfest, internet
service providers, and post office boxes. The Bezgiand the Treasurer shall, with permission
of the Board, sign all contracts.

Section 3.The Board shall fix the membership dues for to&€ETY annually, and
publish the rates to the members of the SOCIETNe dues shall be increased only to cover
increases in the cost of basic expenditures sush@dies, venue rental charges, if any, or to
fund new programs.

Section 4 All notices and newsletters shall be mailed smbers’ home addresses as
maintained on the books of the SOCIETY or, whenepessible, sent by e-mail to the e-mail
address of record.

ARTICLE 6

Section 1. An annual general meeting of all members wiltbaducted on the second
Monday in January each year at a place to be da®idioy the Board. Other meetings as called
by Board may be held each year with adequate advaotice to the members.

Section 2.The Board may establish such special committeesay be desirable for the
conduct of SOCIETY business. Said committeed &balp a record of all deliberations, and
turn said record over to the Recording Secretary.

Section 3. A majority of the Board present at a meeththe Board comprises a
qguorum. A majority of the members present at agdmmeeting comprises a quorum.

ARTICLE 7

Section 1 The by- laws of the SOCIETY may be amended bgla majority of the
members present at a regular or special meetittgeaforporation. Proposed amendments, and
the date and site of the meeting, shall be puldisbeeach member well in advance of the
meeting. Modified by- laws shall be publishedtie thembership, and to the federal and state
governments, as required.



