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�Wilkommen to the first issue of AGS’s electronic newsletter, which we will publish quarterly. The newsletter will always contain a list of coming events and short articles of interest to the membership.



AGS Biography �A Snapshot of Our President

Irmgard Wagner is a native of Waiblingen (Württemberg). She studied French, English, Spanish, German, philosophy, comparative lit-erature, and literary theory at the Universities of Tübingen, Leicester, Tufts, Harvard, and Yale. She held the Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes scholarship and received the Staats-examen from Tübingen, an MA from Tufts, and a PhD from Harvard. 



As a German professor at George Mason University for 35 years, she taught German literature, culture, and language, and general literary theory. She spent a year as a visiting professor at the University of California at Irvine. She retired in 2002.



Dr. Wagner has published a book on GDR author Franz Fühmann and three on Goethe. She is the author of some 25 articles on German literature (Fühmann, Hölderlin, Kleist, Kafka, and, above all, Goethe) and on theory of literature, history, and culture. In addition, she served on the executive committees of the German Studies Association and the Goethe Society of North America. Until her retirement, she was a member of the editorial board of the Goethe Yearbook.



At present, she is writing a book in German on Tony Schumacher (1848–1931), a German wo-man author of youth literature, and has pub-lished two articles on this author. Her latest article, published in 2004, is “Die Mythen be(ver-/ent-)sorgen” in Konstruktion von Wirklichkeit, edited by Jens Schröter.



Waldmeisterbowle: �A True Story – Barbara Alsip

When I had my yard landscaped in 1997, Irmgard was eager to see the results of the landscaper’s work. As we approached a small groundcover on the slope, she suddenly exclaimed, “Waldmeisterbowle!” “What on earth?” I thought. Dredging up terms from the “childhood German” I had learned at home, I said, “Wald means forest; meister is a master or chief, and bowle is a big bowl.” “Don’t you know?” said Irmgard excitedly, “This is sweet woodruff, the herb from which Germans make May wine!” So, we waited patiently for the woodruff to flower. (It takes several years for enough blooms to emerge for a bowle, and the entire plant is fragrant only at this time.) and now we’ve had May wine for the past several years. In May 2004, there was enough woodruff to make Maiwein for refresh-ments at the AGS business meeting. Here then is the recipe, adapted from Helene Kiehnle’s, Das (neue) Kiehnle Kochbuch, 1960 edition:



Waldmeisterbowle

Ingredients

•	2 bunches of woodruff (a handful = 1 bunch)

•	1 cup sugar

•	Juice of 1 orange and 1 lemon (or of 2 lemons) 

•	3 bottles light (dry, not sweet!) white wine (e.g., Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, or Pinot Grigio) 

•	1 small bottle (half quart) club soda or dry champagne



Procedure

1.	Wash woodruff leaves (including stems and blossoms), squeeze (lightly crush) them and place them in a small glass or ceramic bowl. Let the woodruff “wilt” for several hours until it is dry or nearly so.

2.	Mix the woodruff with 5 tablespoons sugar, plus juice of 1 orange (or 1 lemon), and enough wine to dissolve sugar. Cover and let stand in cool place for 2 hours.

3.	Then add the rest of the sugar, a bottle of wine and juice of lemon. Cover the bowl and let stand in cool place till needed. (Four to 6 hours or even overnight is okay.)

4.	Strain the whole mixture, pour into serving pitcher, and add the rest of the wine.

5.	Immediately before serving, add the club soda or champagne.



Note: May wine does not have to be drunk the same day. You can refrigerate the wine mixture and then top up the pitcher or individual glasses with club soda or champagne right before serving. (Barbara Alsip)

Cultural News from Germany

Nike Wagner, daughter of Bayreuth's master Wolfgang Wagner, is the new director of Weimar's annual summer "Kunstfest". She has developed a new concept of the festival, which puts it into contrast-competition with Bayreuth. Not in scheduling, though. Weimar begins after Bayreuth ends (late August till mid-September). For Web information go to: www.weimar-kunstfest.de.



Two German movies may soon be in our area: Schulze Gets the Blues (This is the German title.) and Muxmaeuschenstill, directed by Marcus Mittermeier. No word yet as to when or which theatres.



The excellent literary translator/adapter Dieter Kuehn has published the fourth volume of the Mittelalter –Quartett. This volume is "Tristan und Isolde des Gottfried von Straßburg." (The three earlier volumes are: "Parzival", "Neidhart und das Reuental", and "Ich Wolkenstein".) By the way, the Virginia Opera will be performing Tristan and Isolde , February 11 and February 13, 2005, at George Mason U.



Coming Events

AGS Events

•	Wednesday, Sept. 8: Dramatic readings in German of Nathan der Weise, Dolley Madison Library, McLean, Virginia, 7:30pm.

•	Saturday, Sept. 18: Small group lunch, Wurzburg Haus, Rockville, Maryland, 1:00pm.

•	Thursday, Sept. 30: Book Conversation. W.G. Sebald: Die Ausgewanderten (The Emigrants). Goethe Institut, 6:45pm.

•	Wednesday, October 13: Dramatic readings in German. Play to be determined. McLean, Virginia, 7:30pm.

•	Friday, Oct. 22 and Saturday, Oct. 23: Faust-Fest at the German Embassy and the Goethe-Institut.

•	Wednesday, Nov. 10: Dramatic readings in German. Play to be determined. McLean, Virginia.. 7:30pm.

•	Saturday, Nov. 13: Small group luncheon. 

•	Thursday, Dec. 2: Book conversation on Michael Jürgs, Der Kleine Frieden im Großen Krieg (A Small Truce in the Great War) and Stanley Wein-traub’s, Silent Night. The Story of the World War I Christmas Truce. Goethe-Institut, 6:45 PM.

•	Saturday, Dec 11: Holiday Restaurant Gathering

•	Wednesday, Dec. 15: Dramatic readings in German. Play to be determined. McLean, Virginia, 7:30pm.



For details on AGS Events, FaustFest tickets and to RSVP for Luncheons, contact John Loth. AGS Treasurer, at jloth@cox.net or 703-242-8840.



Other Events

•	Through September 5th at the Phillips: Art exhibit of August Sander: “Photographs of the German Landscape.”

•	September 10-12:  Nathan the Wise performed by the Theatre of the First Amendment at George Mason University.

•	November 19 and 21: Franz Lehar, The Merry Widow. Performed by the Virginia Opera Company at George Mason University.



The Book Corner

A new translation of Ernst Jünger’s In Stahlgewittern (Storm of Steel) is out. Reviewed by Michael Dirda in the Post, July 25, 2004.

•Martin Walser’s latest novel, Der Augenblick der Liebe, has just been published by Rowohlt in Germany. Outstandingly positive review is in Die Zeit.

•Peter Handke, too, is out with a new short novel:  Don Juan (erzählt von ihm selbst). Suhrkamp. “Das ist Handke-Land, ein Tableau, moderne und bis zum Erschrecken genaue Romantik.” N.Z.Z.

Stephen Ozment, A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People. Harper-Collins. Ozment contests the view that the determining German tradition was Kadavergehorsam. Rather, he sees German history characterized by “adaptable realism.”

.

AGS Web Site

Thanks to Michael Hobson for volunteering to design the American Goethe Society Web site. Our Web address is www.americangoethesociety.org .



“Good-Bye Lenin” –Now on Video!

Wolfgang Becker’s post-Cold War comedy stars Daniel Bruhl as a young man who, after the Berlin Wall falls, must convince his ailing mother that it’s still intact, lest she have a heart attack. Good Bye Lenin reveals with heart and intelligence that not all post-Communist citizens are charmed by the free market as capitalists think they should be. (From “Ann Hornaday Recommends,” Washington Post, 08/08/04.)
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